
AGENDA ITEM 8 

DEFERRED APPLICATIONS    

Item. 8(a)  

Location:  Westfield Road, Dereham 

Proposal: Residential development for a maximum of 291 dwellings, link roads, open space and 
recreational space, together with demolition of existing railway bridge at Westfield Lane and 
construction of a replacement two-way railway bridge 

REFERENCE: 3PL/2015/1490/O 

Applicant: Lanpro Services Ltd 

Author: Rebecca Collins 

Representations 

Nine further letters of representation have been received, their comments are summarised as 
follows: 

 The land is outside the settlement boundary of Dereham. 
 The site is green belt and prime agricultural land. 
 This is an important habitat for a wide variety of wildlife including Bats which are protected in 

law and forms part of a wildlife corridor.  
 The area was well used by local people, and this loss of amenity is a concern.  
 Archaeology has never been researched. 
 The application is an over development of the site.  
 Although facilities for recreation are very under developed in Dereham as a whole and therefore 

needed generally placing them in this location is totally wrong.  
 There is insufficient infrastructure in Dereham including doctors, schools and nurseries. 
 There is no capacity of the roads to take additional traffic.  
 The proposals destroy an historic railway bridge 
 The road survey was carried out during the early weeks of lockdown, and therefore the data 

collected is completely inaccurate. 
 The area around School Lane, Boyd Avenue and the corner of Westfield Road and Westfield Lane 

are all subject to flooding and building additional houses will only worsen the situation. 
 

Officer comments 

These matters are covered in the Officer Committee report of 26th November 2018 and appended to 
the deferred officer report.  For clarity however, the site lies within the Dereham settlement 
boundary and on an allocated site, as set out in the Breckland Local Plan (adopted).  The site is 
therefore identified for housing despite its previous land use and the principle of development 
established.   

Matters of ecology, flood risk, heritage and archaeology and highways impacts have been 
adequately addressed in the officer committee reports.  Concerns with regards to layout and design 
can be adequately addressed at reserved matters stage.  The proposal is significantly overproviding 



on open space to meet local needs.  The section 106 provides contributions in terms of education 
and health, as well as libraries and open space to address local infrastructure requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


